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War, lies, fags and
determination
Farnham Rep announces new season

The members of
Farnham Rep are
at it again, and this
time they are
offering us a world
premiere. David
Gooderson explains
all to Stella
Wiseman

I

WAS getting worried. I had heard
nothing from
Farnham Rep, the company dedicated to keeping professional theatre
alive in Farnham. I have
seen so many excellent
performances by them
over the years that their
silence was disconcerting and depressing.

I am now greatly
cheered. It turns out that
they have been hard at
work preparing new material to be presented as
rehearsed readings in both
Bordon and Farnham,
ready for a full season next
year. What is more, one of
their productions is a world
premiere – a new play by
David Gooderson, War!
Lies! And a packet of Fags.
It has its first outing next
Tuesday (July 1) at 7.30pm
with a free reading at the
Phoenix Theatre, Bordon,
but will be reprised at 3pm
on August 9 at Farnham
Maltings.
There will also be
rehearsed readings of
Bernard Shaw’s
Pygmalion – adapted by
Farnham Rep’s William
Whymper – at The Phoenix
Theatre Bordon, on July 8
(again, free admission) and
in Farnham Library
Gardens on July 19, and of
Arthur Miller’s All My
Sons in Farnham Library
gardens on July 26, along
with Alan Ayckbourn’s
Time and Time Again in the
library gardens on August
9.
The rehearsed readings
are what they say they
are – rehearsed play readings by professional actors
rather than full-scale productions – and they are a
way of reminding people
that the company is still
there and raising money for
next year’s productions.
The company is determined
that it will keep the flame
of theatre alive and fresh,
and with War! Lies! And a

David Gooderson
packet of Fags we also get
something entirely new at
an apt time. It is the story
of Geoffrey Studdert
Kennedy, the Anglican
priest nicknamed
‘Woodbine Willie’ during
World War I, and the play
has been written in commemoration of the centenary of the outbreak of the
war.
“I wanted to take a different angle on the war,”
says David Gooderson,
who is an actor as well as a
playwright and most
recently appeared in The
After-Dinner Joke by Caryl
Churchill at The Orange
Tree Theatre in Richmond.
“The play gives the view of
chaplains on the Western
Front,” he says. “Studdert
Kennedy did so much for
the soldiers. He entertained
them, he did stand-up comedy for them, he wrote
poetry. He had the real gift
of the gab and he got them
lit up about God and the
aims of the war. He bought
into the ideas of the time.”
He also gave spiritual care
and Woodbine cigarettes to
the men, hence the nickname ‘Woodbine Willie’.
He won the Military
Cross for his actions in the
Battle of Messines in 1917
for, as the official statement
said, ‘conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty. He
showed the greatest
courage and disregard for

his own safety in attending
to the wounded under
heavy fire. He searched
shell holes for our own and
enemy wounded, assisting
them to the dressing station, and his cheerfulness
and endurance had a splendid effect upon all ranks in
the front line trenches,
which he constantly visited.’
The needs of the ordinary men continued to be
uppermost in his mind after
the war but this time he
was pilloried rather than
praised. David explains: “In
the 1920s Studdert
Kennedy was very disillusioned. The war hadn’t
helped people. He preached
a sermon in 1921 denouncing the war as madness,
saying the government had
lied to everyone. He upset
everyone and went from
being a hero to being a bête
noire. But he felt that nothing had changed for working people and that to tell
women that their sons and
husbands had died for nothing was awful. He believed
in reconciliation between
workers and bosses in indsutry but he was unpopular
on both sides.”
Studdert Kennedy continued to write poetry
which became increasingly
pacifist in tone and joined
the Industrial Christian
Fellowship for whom he
went on speaking tours of

Britain. “He thought he
could bring the spirit of
reconciliation into the
industrial system and tried
to get both sides to talk to
each other.” He worked and
worked but felt he was getting nowhere and perhaps
this weakened him for he
died in 1929 when he was
only 46. He is buried in
Worcester and at his funeral around 2,000 people
lined the streets, some
throwing Woodbines packets onto his cortege as it
passed.
David Gooderson
became fascinated with
Studdert Kennedy and carried out extensive research
into his life and times, even
talking to members of his
family. “I wanted to examine how a man might
develop into a pacifist and
to look at the issue of reconciliation.”
David says he is
“inspired by people of
character” and then he
“digs deep” to find out
more. He did so with
another inspiring play
which was first performed
in Farnham in 2006 and
last year enjoyed a sell-out
run at the Leicester Square
Theatre. This was Kolbe’s
Gift, a play that still haunts
me eight years after I saw
it. It is the true story of
Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish
priest who volunteered to
take the place of a man
condemned to death by
starvation in an underground bunker in
Auschwitz. “I heard a talk
about Kolbe one evening
and put the story away for
almost 10 years. Then I
began to research,” says
David. The result of this
research was one of the
most moving and inspiring
pieces if theatre I have
seen, and if War! Lies! And
a packet of Fags is half as
good it will be well worth
seeing.
While tickets to the two
readings in Bordon are
free, the three readings in
Farnham Library Gardes
are £7.50 each or £20 for
all three. Tickets for War!
Lies! And a packet of Fags
are £13 from the Maltings
box office (01252 745444;
www.farnhammaltings.
com). Proceeds going
towards staging next year’s
season.
For more details and to
book tickets, visit
www.newfarnhamrep.co.uk
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WiN: Dinner for two at the lion
and lamb Café, Farnham

HE Lion and
Lamb Café in
Farnham is a
‘Bring Your Own’
(BYO) restaurant in Lion
and Lamb Yard and this
week we have teamed up
with them to offer you
dinner for two in our
simple competition.

The Lion and Lamb Café
dates back to 1926 when it
was a teahouse and in
recent years has been a café.
Brendan Roberts and
Magdalena Kosinska
acquired it in 2012 and they
serve fresh seasonal food
with locally sourced produce and dishes inspired by
modern British cuisine.
Typical dishes include tempura of squid with sweet
chilli dip; broad bean and
feta bruschetta; chicken
katsu curry and veggie
burger with goat cheese,
portobello mushroom and
spinach.
The café is fully licensed
but has a BYO policy
whereby you bring your
own bottle of wine to dinne
Brendan is something of
a wine expert and here he
offers his thoughts on wine.
Read on, answer the simple
question at the end and be
in wih a chance of winning
dinner for two at the restauran.
Brendan writes: “I find it
fascinating that so much is
made of wine these days.
The interest in both food
and wine has risen in recent
years. Goodness knows
when this all happened but I
am happy and sometimes
somewhat disappointed that
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The Herald Series,
114-115 West Street,
Farnham,
Surrey,
GU9 7hl

Cheers! Brendan in the Lion and Lamb Café. FD26-283-14
so much is made of the
“I believe it was the exisapps and access to more
study of wine in particular.
tentialist Franz Kafka who
information that at any
“It has long been a unisaid ‘it is often safer to be in
other time in our existence,
versal product that has
chains than to be free’. With
it’s easier to make an
quenched the thirsts of
free will, and so much
informed choice. Remember
kings and fortified the solchoice, one can make the
it’s simply the juice of a ferdiers going in to battle. It is
wrong choice. Nevertheless
mented grape, Don’t get
let’s embrace the
a product that touches
caught up in the marketing
Vermentino from Tuscany
everyone from celebrating
and the fancy labels. Keep it
and the Gruner Veltliner
with champagne to drownsimple.
from Austria. Take the
ing your sorrows with a neat
“In Australia I have
grown up not only surchance, try different grape
shot of something to warm
rounded by quality produce
varieties. Go back and try
the cockles of your heart.
but also most restaurants
an oaked Chardonnay and
“I mean, when did we
will allow you to take a botremember there is a reason
really decide that we prefer
tle of wine in and they may
why we enjoy the vanilla
Argentinian Malbec rather
charge you corkage. This
than a cheeky Bordeaux
and melon flavours of the
dramatically reduces the
from the left bank? With all
grape.
cost of your dining experithings in life we are now
“Making the decision in a
ence and also enables you
surrounded by so much
supermarket or a restaurant
to enjoy that special bottle
choice. Generally that is a
is not rocket science. Order
of wine that has been in
positive; however somewhat you like and try and
your kitchen cupboard or
times, just sometimes, it
remember what style of
stowed away in your cellar!
becomes confusing and we
wine you fancy. With
“So, should you wish to
today’s technology, wine
desire a more simple life.

bring out that special bottle
of Sangiovese, Italy’s most
popular and widely grown
grape variety, by all means
bring it along to Lion and
Lamb Cafe. We are hoping
that it makes it more affordable for you despite the fact
that we have a superb selection of wines that you won’t
find in any of the local
chains in Farnham.”
To win a dinner for two
simply answer this question:
What is Italy’s most popular
and most widely grown
grape variety?
Send your answer on the
form provided or by email

to stella.wiseman@
tindlenews.co.uk to arrive
by noon on Wednesday, July
9. The first correct entry
drawn at random will
receive the prize of dinner
for two. But don’t forget to
write ‘Lion and Lamb Café
competition’ on your envelope or in the email subject
box as failure to do so may
result in disqualification.
If you are not lucky
enough to win the meal for
two, you can book a table
by calling 01252 715156 or
you can visit www.
lionandlambcafe.co.uk

Terms and Conditions

There is one prize of dinner for two at the Lion and
Lamb Café, Farnham. No transport costs are provided.
The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random after the closing date, July 9, at noon;
Entrants must write ‘Liona and Lamb Café competition’
on the envelope or in the email subject box, as failure
to do so may result in disqualification.
The prize is non-transferable and there is no cash alternative;
The editor’s decision is final.

Brimful of music with the 45

A

N evening spent in
the presence of The
Conservatoire Folk
Ensemble is a treat. A loud
treat it is true, but 45 or so
musicians all playing with
passion and gusto are going
to make a bit of noise.

I tried to count how many
were on the small stage that
night at the West End Centre
but I never reached the same
number twice and there were
several tucked away behind the
speakers out of my sight. They
played violin, viola, harp, saxophone, cello, drums, guitar,
tuba (while bouncing up and
down and wearing a monkey
suit – phew!), double bass,
trumpet... you name it, they
probably played it. It was a
glorious noise.

The Conservatoire Folk
Ensemble is made up of musicians from the Birmingham
Conservatoire and has been led
by Joe Broughton since 1998.
Joe wasn’t there that evening as
his partner had gone into
labour but the others rose to the
challenge without any problem
and his brother Ben was there
on sound.
Most of the musicians are
young, all of them are skilled
and work together both as an
ensemble and in small groups,
some of whom have their own
separate performing lives. This
provided a much-needed variety for, however vibrant and
fun they all were together, a
whole evening would have
been a little overwhelming.
The Ensemble plays folk
music from different traditions,

some new and self-penned like
Flat 71, written in, guess what,
Flat 71; others collected and
varying from the haunting
British tune Arthur McBride to
the traditional Irish slip gig
The Butterfly, to the superb
Bulgarian folk song Daniova
mama. There is humour,
pathos, excitement and, above
all, great entertainment in what
they do.
Every year some members
leave the Ensemble and new
ones arrive. This keeps them
fresh and varied in their
approach and always interesting. Long may they continue.
The Conservatoire Folk
Ensemble is on tour and is
well worth the price of a ticket.
For details visit
www.folkensemble.co.uk
Stella Wiseman

The Conservatoire Folk Ensemble

